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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A communication apparat^^s comprising: 

reception means for recfeiving images generated from a 
plurality of communication/terminals; 

output means for o\j/cputting the images received by said 
reception means in ord^r to dipslay the images on a display 
unit as multiple images; and 

not i f icat ion/means for grasping and notifying a state 
of reception of/the images by said reception means. 




2. A Vonriniun i cat ion apparatus according to Claim 1, 
wherein the ii^tate of reception is information relating to a 
frame rate oY" an image being received by said reception 
means . 



3. A commuV i cat i on apparatus according to Claim 1, 
wherein said notification means changes the display unit in 
accordance with tf^e state of reception by said reception 
means 

^, A communication apparatus according to Claim 1, 
said notification means changes information dis- 
played oVi the display unit in accordance with a frame rate 
of an imaae received by said reception means. 
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5. A communication apparatus according to Claim 3, 
wherein the change in information displayed on the display 

unit is a change in a state of display of an icon indicating 

/ <. , — — — ■ 

a corresponding one of thp plurality of communication ter- 
minals . 



in 



i 



6. A communication! apparatus according to Claim 4, 
wherein said notification means does not perform notifica- 
tion when the frame ratej is high, and performs notification 
when the frame rate is reduced. 



7, A communicatiop apparatus according to Claim 1, 

wherein said notification means comprises one of flashing of 

an icon, display of chp.racter information, and display of 
numeral s • 




8. A communication method comprising the steps of: 
receiving images ygene rated from a plurality of com- 
munication terminals ; 

outputting the i/eceived images in order to dipslay the 
images on a display /unit as multiple images; and 

grasping and / no t i f y ing a state of reception of the 
received images. 
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9, A communickt ion method according to Claim 8, wherein 
the state of recepnion is information relating to a frame 
rate of an image beikg received. 

10. A c ommun i cat i ^E^n method according to Claim 8, 
wherein the not i f icat iorl changes the display unit in accord- 
ance with the state ay reception. ^ 



11. A commuryi cat i on method according to Claim 8, 
wherein the notification changes information displayed on 
the display uiyit in accordance with a frame rate of a 
received image/ 

12. A communication me/thod according to Claim 10, 
wherein the change in information displayed on the display 
unit is a change in a state of display of an icon indicating 
a corresponding one of the plurality of communication ter- 
minals . 

13. A commun i cat ion Method according to Claim 11, 
wherein the notification is not performed when the frame 
rate is high, and is pef*formed when the frame rate is 
reduced . 



14. A communication method according to Claim 8, 
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wherein the notification cclmprises one of flashing of an 
icon, display of character information, and display of 



numerals , 



/ 




15. A communication apparal 



\.\xl comprising : 



reception means for receiving a part or all of images 
generated from image generation units of a plurality of cor- 
responding communication term^^als by switching the images; 

output means for outputyting the images received by said 
reception means in order to display the images on a display 
unit as multiple images; 

assigning means for assigning an arbitrary image from 
among the multiple images; 

control means foiy controlling a state of outputting the 
image assigned by sai/d assigning means; and 

notification means for grasping and notifying a state 
of reception of the image by said control means. 



16, A comViunicat ion apparatus according to Claim 15, 
wherein the sta\e of reception is information relating to a 
frame rate of aV image being received by said reception 



means . 



17. A communication apparatus according to Claim 15, 
wherein said not i f legation means changes the display unit in 



1» % 
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means 




accordance with the state of reception by said reception 



18, A communicat 



Lon apparatus according to Claim 15, 



wherein said notification means changes inf ormat ion * d i s- 



played on the display 



of an image received by said reception means 




19. A communicat 
wherein the change in 
unit is a change in a 
a corresponding one o 
minal s . 



unit in accordance with a frame rate 



ion apparatus according to Claim 17, 
information displayed on the display 
state of display of an icon indicating 
f the plurality of communication ter- 



20, A communication apparatus according to Claim 18, 



wherein said notificat 
tion when the frame rat 
when the frame rate is 



Lon means does not perform notifica- 
e is high, and performs notification 
reduced. 



21. A communicati 
wherein said notificati 
an icon, display of ch 
numerals . 




22. A communicatio 



Du apparatus according to Claim 15 , 
Dn means comprises one of flashing of 
iracter information, and display of 



n method comprising the steps of: 
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receiving a part or all of images generated from image 
generation units of a plural ity^/^f^ corresponding communica- 
tion terminals by switching the images; 

outputting the received images in order to display the 
images on a display unit/as multiple images; 

assigning an arbitrary image from among the multiple 
images ; 

controlling ^ state of outputting the assigned image; 

and 

grasping/and notifying a state of reception of the as- 
signed imager. 




23 



jypmmun i cat i on method according to Claim 22, 



^^ja^ / wherein the st^e of reception is information relating to a 



frame rate of an rmage being received. 




24. A communication method according to Claim 22, 
herein the not i f icat ion /changes the display unit in accord- 
ance with the state of r/eception. 



25. A communication method according to Claim 22, 

wherein the notification changes information displayed on 

the display unit ii/ accordance with a frame rate of a 
received image. 
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in 



i c a t i o n i^e 




26. A communication method according to Claim 24, 
wherein the change in information displayed on the display 
unit is a change in a state I of display of an icon indicating 
a corresponding one of thej plurality of communication ter- 
minals. 

27. A commun i cat i on I me thod according to Claim 25, 
wherein the notification lis not performed when the frame 
rate is high, and is pejrformed when the frame rate is 
reduced . 



28. A communication method according to Claim 22, 
wherein the notification comprises one of flashing of an 
icon, display of character information, and display of 
numerals . 



29. A storage med 



/comprising 



a reception proces 



um storing a program, said program 



s code of receiving images generated 



from a plurality of communication terminals; 



an output proces 



s code of outputting the received 
images in order to di^slay the images on a display unit as 
multiple images; and ( 

a notification process code of grasping and notifying a 



state of reception of 



the received images. 
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30. A storage medium ptoring a program, said program 
compr i s ing : 

a reception process c^de of receiving a part or all of 
images generated from imagfe generation units of a plurality 
of corresponding communication terminals by switching the 
images ; 

an output process /code of outputting the received 
images in order to disp]/ay the images on a display unit as 
multiple images; 

an assigning process code of assigning an arbitrary 
image from among the mu]t iple images ; 

a control process code of controlling a state of out- 
putting the assigned image; and 

a notification process code of grasping and notifying a 
state of reception of tlje assigned image. 



